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About Queensland University of Technology (QUT) 
While based in Brisbane, QUT has a global outlook. The university has approximately  45,000 students, including 9,000 
international students, and an annual budget of around  €640 million. 
Context 
QUT had implemented three repositories for research outputs; one for publications, one for data and one for software.  
The publications repository, QUT ePrints, has been hugely successful; attracting full-text for around 74% of the peer 
reviewed works published by QUT authors in 2014.  QUT ePrints currently holds over 30,000 open access research 
publications and the cumulative number of downloads for these document now exceeds 17 million.  Its popularity within 
QUT has led to requests to accommodate materials which are ‘out of scope’ for any of the existing repositories. 
Opportunity 
QUT Library saw this as an opportunity to use its repository infrastructure (repository software, staff skills and policies) to 
curate collections of institutional heritage materials and selected learning objects via ‘QUT Digital Collections’ which is 
built on an EPrints platform. http://digitalcollections.qut.edu.au/collections/ 
 
  
 
Value delivered to QUT and the wider community includes: 
• enhanced institutional reputation for QUT from providing collections of open access images and documents which 
will be of use to schools, practitioners, industry and the general public, 
• increased number of Australian cultural heritage materials discoverable via the National Library of Australia’s portal 
(Trove: http://trove.nla.gov.au/)   
• publishing platform for proceedings of QUT-hosted conferences, 
• access option for materials which are rare or too fragile to be handled frequently, 
• checklist (template) to scaffold the creation of new digital collections, 
• solution for dealing with out-of-scope objects deposited to publications or data repository,  
• donation of some physical artefacts to the State Library of Queensland for conservation and preservation. 
• 8 collections have been delivered, 2 are currently under construction and a further 2 are in the planning stage. 
Conclusion 
• Curating digital collections of learning objects, cultural and/or institutional heritage materials significantly increases 
the value proposition of the institution’s investment in repository services.  
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Research Repositories and Digital Collections at QUT 
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Staff skill-set repurposed to 
build the digital collections: 
 
• Collection development 
planning 
• Project management 
• Risk assessment 
• Metadata creation 
• Scanning & file conversion 
• Preservation 
• Open access & CC licensing 
• Copyright permissions 
• EPrints software back-end 
• General repository hosting 
• Collaboration 
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A collection of original 
scripts and related creative 
documents by Diane 
Cilento and Anthony 
Shaffer, bequeathed to 
QUT Library as part of   
The Cilento Gift. 
 
A collection of photographs, 
books, videos and other 
media highlighting QUT’s and 
its predecessor institutions’ 
social and academic history 
from 1849 to the present.  
A collection  of programs 
from the annual QUT Dance 
performance seasons (1989-
2013), donated from Susan 
Caulfield-Leclercq’s personal 
collection over her 25 years 
of service.   Latest program 
will be added  each year. 
A collection of photographs 
taken 1970 – 1999 in 
Australia, New Zealand, 
Japan, Hawaii and USA by Dr. 
Iraphne Childs;  a former QUT 
Senior Lecturer in Geography 
at QUT.  The images were 
used as learning objects. 
The Construction Innovation 
Collection brings together the 
published output of the Cooperative 
Research Centre (CRC) for 
Construction Innovation which 
operated between 2001-2009 and 
focused on the needs of the 
property, design, construction and 
facility management sectors.  
 
This collection of books, journals and 
conference proceedings is a subset 
of the Sugar Research Institute 
Library collection previously located 
in Mackay, Queensland.  
The Institute and its Library joined 
QUT in 2007. 
A collection of proceedings arising 
from local, national and 
international conferences hosted by 
Queensland University of 
Technology. 
This collection contains a variety of 
materials that provide an overview 
of the rich history of QUT 
Landscape Architecture. 
